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Abstract

New distribution records of Eurema andersoni jordani Corbet & Pendlebury (Lepidoptera:
Pieridae) from three locations in Nepal are presented.

Introduction

New distribution records of previously
unknown species in the country or known
species but with a limited known range of
distribution is frequent in Nepal, where many
nooks and crannies still remain unexplored. P.
van der Poel (2020) reported Eurema
andersoni jordani Corbet & Pendlebury, 1932
from Lakeside, Pokhara at 850 masl. He
sighted 2 individuals at the same location in
June and July and reported them to occur
occasionally. This species was previously
listed by Thapa (1998) without any
distribution data. Consequently, Smith (2010)
did not include this species and placed it under
“redundant names”. Later, photographs were
taken in west Nepal, but they were not clear
enough to be conclusive. It occurs from
Uttarakhand to N.E. India (Varshney &
Smetacek, 2015).

Like its common name suggests, E. andersoni
Moore, 1886 bears only one cellspot on
UnFW, however it might easily be confused
with E. hecabe (Linnaeus, 1758), which
typically has 2 UnFW cellspots but can also
have single to no spot at all. That being said,
E. andersoni differs in having a deeper yellow
groundcolour, rounded HW margin which is
more angled in E. hecabe. Along with one

zigzag spot in UnFW cell, Evans (1932) also
added that E. andersoni lacks scattered black
scales or rusty spots on the underside Eurema
typically bear. In addition, UnFW apex is
marked brown at all instances (Evans, 1932)
and UnHW postdiscal space 7 has a squiggle
with its tail pointing to the spot in the cellend.
Another similar Eurema, E. blanda
(Boisduval, 1836) has 3 FW cellspots and
sometimes 4.

Observations

Three individuals of E. andersoni, were
recorded from 3 different locations that are
quite distant from the original location (OL)
from which it was reported, i.e. Lakeside,
Kaski (van der Poel, 2020). One of the
sightings was from Shaktikhor, Chitwan,
Bagmati Province, 81.5 km South-East of OL
(27°43'56.6"N 84°37'32.4"E at 525 masl) on
October 8, 2020, the other was sighted at
Balithum, Gulmi, Gandaki Province (28° 4'
5.592"N 83° 19'31.4256"E at 1350 masl), 65
km South-West of OL on November 29, 2020,
by a paddy field and the most recent sighting
was from Baglung Bazaar, Baglung, Gandaki
Province (28°15'28.6"N 83°36'22.9"E at 950
masl), 37km West of OL on February 7, 2021,
by Kaligandaki river. Note that the distances
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given here are air distance taken from Google
Maps, and not road distance. While Chitwan is
essentially a terai district, the location in
question lies in the transition zone between
hills and terai, while Gulmi and Baglung are
hilly districts in central Nepal. Both
individuals from Chitwan and Gulmi were
mud puddling alone and uninterruptedly,
while the individual from Baglung was found
perched on a leaf.

Conclusion

This finding suggests that E. andersoni is
found both in the hilly and terai regions of
Nepal and probably has a more extensive
distribution throughout the country, albeit
elusive.
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